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vJaSOREIQI  NEWS  01:  APPLES  f 

  K^M,cMlTU«At  tones', 

SttulARY  0?  -HE  APPLE  EXTORT  SEASON.  1927-28' 


At  the  "beginning  of  the  1928-29  apple  export  season  it  rill  "be 
of  value  to  review  the  principal  features  of  the  preceding  season.  In 
the  following  pages  Mr«  Edwin  Smith,  fruit  specialist  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Europe,  comments  on  the  1927-26 
apple  export  trade,    Ke  offers  a  number  of  suggestions,  "based  cn  ob- 
servations uade  in  Europe  last  season,  on  the  handling  of  export  fruit, 


The  apple  growers  of  the  United  States,  who  generally  expert 
between  10  and  15  per  cent  of  the  apple  crop,  but  who,  during  the  sea- 
son 1926-27  exported  17.8  per  cent  of  the  boxed  apples  and  18,4  per 
cent  of  the  barreled  apples,  or  a  total  of  18.0  per  cent  of  the  entire 
crop,  faced  conditions  during  the  autumn  of  1927  rhich  raade  it  seen  a 
certainty  that  exports  would  experience  a  narked  reduction.    The  fact- 
ors pointing  in  this  direction  were  the  outlook  for  a  very  light  crop 
of  apples  in  the  states  of  Virginia,  T>'*est  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  llew  York,  rhich  states  normally  heavily  contribute  to  export 
supplies,  as  rell  as  a  national  crop  of  apples  rhich  was  certain  to  "be 
one  of  the  lightest  in  many  years.    European  apple  producing  countries, 
such  as  England,  Holland,  Sritzerland  and  Germany,  rere  harvesting  crops 
which  proved  to  "be  very  abundant  and  rhich  rere  destined  to  furnish  home- 
grown apples  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  winter.    In  addition  to 
these  circumstances,  the  Canadian  crop  of  apples,  and  especially  that  in 
Nova  Scotia,  was  more  normal  than  crops  throughout  the  United  States, 
thus  enabling  Canadian  grorers  to  furnish  quite  a  full  quota  of  supplies 
to  British  markets. 

That  the  prediction  of  a  lighter  export  season  ras  justified  and 
later  fulfilled  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  our  apple  exports  for  the 
season  1927-28  amounted  to  only  1,349,000  barrels  or  about  10  per  cent 
of  the  total  barrel  production,  and  5,384,000  boxes  or  14  per  cent  of  the 
total  production  of  boxed  apples.    Taken  together,  the  United  States  ex- 
ported 12  per  cent  of  the  light  crop  of  1927.    Tables  showing  the  exports 
of  apples  by  countries  and  by  customs  districts  during  the  last  five 
seasons  are  shown  on  pages  12  and  13.    The  exports  were  unquestionably 
heavier  than  they  v/ould  have  been  had  not  the  Pacific  Coast  states  grown 
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an  unusually  large  proportion  of  sriail-sized  apples.    A  feature  of  note 
was  the  early  closing  of  the  export  season.    With  "barreled  apples,  this 
was  due  to  shortage  of  supplies  and  high  prices  in  doriestic  markets;  with 
"boxed  apples  it  was  due  to  the  earliness  and  heiyiness  of  the  competing 
crops  to  arrive  from  Hew  Zealand  and  Australia. 

History  of  Barreled  .Apple  Markets 

The  first  arrivals  of  apples  from  Virginia  realized  their  usual 
high  prices  in  the  British  markets*    Growers  and  shippers  in  certain 
districts,  ac customed  to  exporting  their  early  apples,  in  a  large  neasure 
overlooked  prospective  market  conditions  and,  in  answer  to  high  prices  on 
light  supplies,  commenced  exporting  in  their  usual  manner.    The  result  of 
this  was  that  supplies  were  too  abundant  and  net  devastating  competition 
from  home-grown  apples. 

Many  growers  in  Virginia,  who  picked  their  York  Imperials  and  rushed 
them  off  on  this  early  market,  realized  far  less  than  they  might  have,  had 
they  allowed  the  apples  to  remain  on  the  trees  \uit~l  "better  color  was  se- 
cured and  then  either  sold  them  locally  or  placed  them  in  cold  storage  for 
winter  markets.    The  domestic  prices  and  the  reliable  estimates  of  the 
national  crop  should  have  made  this  quite  clear  to  all  producers.  During 
certain  years  early  apple  districts  have  escaped  the  destructive  competition 
of  late  districts  "by  picking  their  York  Imperials,  Ben  Davis  and  St  ay  nans 
relatively  early  in  the  season  and  exporting  them  "before  the  rush.  All 
conditions  pointed  toward  the  conclusion  that  such  a  policy  would  "be  a  mis- 
take last  year  and  these  conditions  are  apt  to  obtain  any  year,  sc  that  a 
lessen  is  provided  that  should  be  carefully  remembered. 

Many  apples  which  were  picked  early  and  exported  at  this  season 
sold  at  prices  from  18/-  to  23/-  (34.38  to  55.60)  which,  had  they  "been 
allowed  to  mature  and  graded  U.S.  Ho.  1,  would  have  realized  from  27/-  to 
33/-  (36.57  to  S8.03)  during  mid-winter. 

During  October  the  shipments  of  "barreled  apples  v'ere  too  heavy 
and  though  shipments  fell  off  during  the  first  week  in  ITovenber  it  was 
not  until  ITovember  15  that  this  was  reflected  in  British  prices.  During 
January  and  February  with  shipments  of  "barrels  from  the  United  States 
and  Canada  ranging  between  30,000  and  80,000  "barrels  per  week  and  with 
the  condition  of  the  fruit  mostly  good,  prices  remained  on  a  fairly  sat- 
isfactory parity  with  prices  in  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  York  Imperial  was  the  most  satisfactory 
American  barreled  apple  of  the  season.     The  liberal  crop  of  English 
Bramley's    Seedling  apples  reduced  the  British  demand  for  outside  cooking 
apples  so  that  the  New  York  State  Khode  Island  Greening  was  not  a  feature 
of  its  usual  importance  during  the  season.    The  crop  shortage  of  Hew  York 
Baldwins  made  their  appearance  in  Europe  all  but  negligible,  whereaE  the 
Baldwin  from  Hew  England  was  largely  kept  for  home  markets.    The  Albemarle 
Pippin  met  rather  serious  competition  from  relatively  low-priced  Newt  owns 
from  California  and  Oregon,  -the  reduced  prices  of  the  latter  being  due  to 
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independable  condition.    Another  feature  affecting  the  export  price 
ot  this  variety  was  the  quantity  of  the  unclassified  grade  shipped 
uring  the  early  season.    After  March  1  sone  good  lots  rere  exported 
45/    (flO^e)  °f  U'S'  ll0,  *•  *k  inch  nin'>  Waa  then  "Maintained  above 


M2ie_^^igera_ti0n  IJeeded 


eini      ^Pp  e  S^OTJers  and  shippers  in  the  states  of  Virginia,  West  Vir- 
tue- iq?74?      d  and  Penns<vlvania  experienced  very  serious  losses  dur- 
Pric  o     -         eh  deterioration  following  the  shipment  of  hot  fruit. 
nrir  S  °    York  ferial  apples  in  the  British  markets  receded  from 
to  23/  ^  *he.nei^borhood  of  27/-  to  30/-  (36.57  to  .$7.30)  to  21/  - 
fir  r     /J         t0  ^'5'6r')  during  October,  and  even  lasting  until  the 

in  a  veLT?61  °W^g  t0  the  faCt  that  the  fruit  arrivea  in  ^r0Pe 
week-  tYT  WJ     .and»  in  s0me  cases,  decayed  condition.     During  the  same 
-     us  fruit  should  have  experienced  no  recession  in  prices. 

Imneri  1°^  ?  ^  buyers  in  European  auctions  fully  realized  fcfcftt  York 
^rv^L-3?  ^cxild  advance  in  price,  yet  this  speculative  demand  was 
prevented  fron  ViaTriv,„  j.-_„  .  ,   *  x  , 

the  fruit      W    >    *  g      s  effect  uP°n  the  market  through  the  weakness 

i         .     '  _  ee    after  week  apples  arrived  which  rere  not  in  fit  shape  to 
aDDeL«nr-p°i isS1t0r&€e'    tactically  all  fruit  had  a  devitalized,  spent 
atno^ole      ?\Pr0n7ptGd  ail  tuyRrs  t0  nove  11  int0  consumption  as  socn 
Itv  of  m*k'      S      t!1-S  fri,lit  -Pr^ared  sound  and  full  of  life  the  possibil- 
tn  ,^  ?I0n  *A*00  t0  par  barrel  on  narkets  that  were  certain 

vLcfto  ;  ?Jald1hfro  tested  many  t,  bid  op  and  thus  cause  prices  to  ad- 
vance  to  rational  lev^i-      "»>   -  „  - ..  1  ^    -,  .  n 

southern  <=hi  iev.,j,,.     it  is  aiffxcuJt  to  estimate  how  great  a  loss 

prior 'to  shipment  red  ^ough  act  removing  the  heat  from  apples 

transportatiSpr^Me^  t^ro^ho?t  the  ®ast  are  faced  with  a  tremendous 
in  the  e^ort  t?pde      Tht  ?  cf  teH?lat  ing  present  apple  shipping  methods 
are  not  ion^L  *  ado  13  sc  sc~sonal  that  steamship  companies 

14  if  ™St  *:/;°VidQ  additions  to  their  refrigerated  space. 

t>e  shinnim*  r>orn  a  ^eraced  sPfiffe  T?,3re  provided  fully  to  take  care  of 

is ;  impossibfe  ft XM5e?tB-  this  solve  the  problem,  because  it 

has  been  done  to  fmulhrou^dS  l°f  *  ^  %°  °VBrCOrle  the  rhich 
while  moving  inland      ul        b  f    3  snlPP1RS  and  excessive  temperatures 

machinery  ?f  ^  'he         T  '  "  *\dl«*»»  for  the  shiP's  refrigerating 
factory  L  t],p!        ?!  v    aG,r  enough  t0  give  transit  tenperatures  ^  satis- 
•"  Prevail  between  *\  th*  e*ce^ive  tenperatures  which  frequent 

eU'ent  in  shls  such       ^^-^  tt  VOuld  necessitate  install  , 

temperature  chart  were  to  appear  as  it  should  appear. 

easterr^state^S  UP  thf  Pra£?t ical  question  of  how  the  apple  industry  in 

darinf  ^itll  T  Vr°^X  the  heat  frorj  th«ir  P"<"  to,  or 

daring,   initial  stages  oi  the  fruit's  j-mrnev  to  narket. 
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Many  of  the  apple  districts  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  are  Dartialln 
solving  this  problem  by  the  construction  of  cooperative  cold  LlTe  plants 
which  serve  the  function  of  pre-cooling  early  shipments,    Thi is  proving 
very  satisfactory  to  the  apple  interests  of  these  districts!    It  is  ^ 

mee't^Uh^hr^101/11^  ^  apple  gr°Wers  °f  the  Atlantic  states  would 
™t  L'.  i    I      SaJ'e  degree  of  success  if  th     „       t         u%    th  u 

i  ;      GSte:n  !I0WrS"    2hG  V'esterR  ^or?er  or  ^l^r  has  his  comment 
Sor  t        lndl:idUal  **uit  has  been  loaded  into  refr^eZ 

at  or  cars  and  turned  over  to  the  railway  companies.    This  is  not  til  die 

then  is "J££i2'f  rhre  fl"U  iS  plSed  in  Cars  for  •  short  t^ 
manv  othe^^f  steamship  holds,  there  to  feel  the  influence  of  ' 
many  otner  carload  consignments. 

to  vre  cc^l  ZIJ*  th*  eas*ern  er0Wer.  ^o  night  take  Infinite  pains 

to  pre-coDl  his  apples  within  twenty-four  or  thirtv-six  hours  after  Dick 
ing  might  have  all  of  his  efforts  and  expense  vitiated  within  three  davs 

fill iTt?7nt  thr0U^  thG  faCt  that  hls  fe«  P^ed  L  rtSbST 

with  much  Larger  quantities  of  very  hot  fruit  which  had  not  beer  Z 

^  t,  ,°f/evfriSerated  b6f0re  arrivin--  at  the  ship:s  side     a    re^lt  -ould 

its  eastern  uterA^*?^  ^^f*'  bef0re  Pooling  can  bring  to 
«!4Sft3t^Itt2  T*?'  "  "°Ul"  be  »«««sai~  for  them  to  treat 

^'^^Jt^SS^  "  f™»  ***  ^ 

The  Use  of  Iced  Car* 

of  AfaSL^i^T8?8  in  Virgini*  ^d  I7est  Virginia  followed  the  policy 

oe  Sre  fuUv  Z  „Sed     'Clef  '"f3"™  ^  a  principle  *hich  should 

shipping  end',  bo?h  £1he  5L  of  coif  sTol°l  a","^1"'  *  ** 

the  future  means  of  ^vW-  "  V  storage  plants  and  iced  cars,  provides 

they  have  m*  ft~  th°  »»—*».  losses*  rhich 

Barreled  Apple  Srariflg 

£ples"  in  British  auction  sales,  it  is  possible  that  the  unLded/a"p  W 

lilt  L  „    S  0Utai4e,  °f  Vlr«inia  "iU  callse  «  ""filet  in  TOin?on  cn??he 
part  of  overseas  brokers  who  have  not  carefully  studied  th?r»ttor  l'v 

greatly  improved  and  small  grounds  have  been  given  for  the  old  comnlaint 
of  "dishonest  packing"  due  to  over-facing.    H^ever,  this  ha ,  no  betT 
true  with  apples  packed  in  West  Virginia!  Maryland  and  I^nnsylvatia! 
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Color  Bequirements 

Not  enough  New  York  State  Baldwins  were  observed  to  draw  conclusions 
on  the  subject  of  "Grey  Baldwins".    With  York"  Imperials  a  mistake  is  being 
made  by  not  making  the  Fancy  Grade  of  commercial  importance  and  further- 
more, oy  not  more  closely  defining  the  character  off  the  ground  cclor  used 
m  the  U.  S.  ilo.  l  grade. 

Pennsylvania  was  the  worst  offender  during  last  season  in  the  colcr 
of  York  Imperials,  in  which  the  red  *'as  usually  too  pale  and  the  green  too 
dull  and  deep  to  give  the  apples  an  attract  ive*  appearance.    The  result  was 
that  Pennsylvania1  s  Yorks  threw  nuch  discredit  upon  U.S.  grades  when  used 
with  fruit  barely  meeting  grade  requirements  through  color  of  poor  character. 

Virginia  packers  may  be  said  to  have  observed  their  grading  law  in 
a  very  good  manner  during  the  first  year  of  its  enforcement.    At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season  a  few  failed  to  designate  grades  bat  this' was  soon 
corrected  so  that  by  midseason  very  few  unmarked  barrels  from  Virginia 
*ere  seen  in  European  markets.     In  some  districts  a  mistake  was  made  through 
using  the    Virginia  Early  Export"  grade  too  long  after  the  maturity  of  the 
iru it  would  .justify  using  the  "U.  S.  Commercial"  grade.     CVing  to  the 
splendid  quality  of  fruit  nacked  under  "U.  S.  Coraaercial"  this  designation 
means  more  to  the  buyer  than  "Virginia  Early  Export". 

Barrel  St.enrij^ 

st    r'-|AHPleS  exported  fron  western  New  York  state  are  auite  universally 
of  th    tt  ^  a  neat  and  distin^t  manner.     Other  barreled  apple  districts 
ne  United  States  are  not  entitled  to  this  commendation/  The  marking 

JLl  *  lG  a  very  important  matter.  It  discredits  a  good  pack  af 
wSehl     narl"  theU  r±th  3X1  indistinct  rubber  stamp  or  with  a  stencil 

leaVe<3  blurred  or  smeared  lettering.     Clear  and  regular  stenciling 
stenri?  Pv°       3  a  ^s^ess-like  touch  which  impresses  the  buyers.  A 
name      h     rT  fltS  the  barrel  head  should  be  used  and  it  should  indicate 
clenr  r  t  i  +  SS  of  Packer»  variety,  grade,  size  and  country  of  origin,  in 
sultan    f         erine"    Verv  frequently  indistinct  lettering,  usually  re- 
r=+  a  ruDl°er  stamp,  is  the  cause  of  barrels  being  incorrectly 

!  !r7?f  f°r  ^txon  sale.     Light  ia  the  dock  sheds  is  none  too  good, 
th^t  ^nn  7     fn  Shirs  are  discha-ged  at  night,  so  that  it  is  mall  "Mdar 
uZZy P°H    m^kafg  causes  many  incorrect  classifications.    The  British 

*anaise  harks  Act  riH  now  make  better  marking  more  important  than  ever. 

3cald  and  Shreddprt  Oiled  Paper 

192K  ?7°Cald  ln  barreled  apples  was  much  less  pronounced  than  during  the 

season.     However,  during  the  end  of  the  York  Imperial  season  many 
V>    ax  a  badly  sC*ld<?d  condition  were  observed.     Barrels  packed  with 

snredded  oiled  paper  showed  a  very  narked  degree  of  snald  control.  The 
raiue  of  shredded  oiled  paper  ^7 as  very  much  more  striking  that  it  was  dur- 
Sag  the  previous  winter.    During  February  barreled  apples  packed  with  shred- 
ded -iled  paper  frequently  sold  for  from  $1.00  to  91.50  mere  than  the  same 
packer  s  fruit  packed  without  the  paper  and  arriving  badly  scalded. 
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The  past  season  witnessed  a  great  advance  amongst  British  buyers 
in  recognizing  the  scald  controlling  influence  of  shredded  ciled  pap^r. 
A  few  packers  still  exported  "barrels  narked  "shredded  oiled  paper"  tat 
which  had  cnly  an  incuasequent  ial  amount  of  paper  throughout  the  fruit. 
This  has  practically  uo  influence  on  the  actual  commercial  value  of  the 
fruit  and  always  stands  as  a  possible  jeopardy  to  the  reputation  of  this 
means  of  scald  prevention.    Where  grading  and  packing  standards  are  made 
compulsory  by  law  it  should  be  one  of  the  packing  requirements  that  where 
barrels  are  marked  to  indicate  the  use  of  shredded  oiled  paper  net  less 
than  a  required  amount  of  stated  standard  of  paper  shall  have  been  well 
districuted  throughout  the  package. 

Slack  Barrels 

In  reviewing  the  arrival  of  "barreled  apples  classified  in  the 
Liverpool  Eruit  Exchange  catalogues  as  "Virginian  Apples"  during  the 
months  of  October,  1927  and  January  1928,  re  find  that  during  October 
1(5  per  cent  of  the  barrels  arrived  slack  while  during  Januarv  cnly  12 
per  cent,  arrived  slack.    The  percentage  of  slack  barrels  during  the 
autumn  months  is  entirely  too  high.    An  improvement  has  followed  improved 
oarreis  ana  packing,  but  as  yet  practically  no  attention  has  been  paid  to 
lower  iruit  temperatures. 

it  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  adequate  plugging  of 
carrels  with  fruit,  at  the  time  of  withdrawal  from  cold  storage  during 
winter  months,  win  very  nearly  prevent  all  slacks  when  fruit  ana  barrels 
are  in  gooo  condition .    A  certain  Virginian  was  exporting  his  York  Imperials 
out  cf  two  different  cold  storages.     Carloads  from  one  storage  arrived  In 
^lverpool  with  practically  nc  slacks.    These  from  the  other  had  anvrhere 
rT^o    L  2  barrels  of  each  carload  arriving  slack  and  suffering  a  depre- 
cation Ox  from  50  to  75  cents  per  barrel.    This  was  directly  traceable  t* 
faulty  plugging  at  rne  warehouse. 

1    V         1S  t0  °e  emPhasized  again  that  heavy  pressing  will  not  prevent 
siacic  barrels.    As  a  source  of  bruising  and  decay  it  is  apt  to  aggrevate 
tne  trouble.    Heavy  pressing  will  not  make  up  for  poor  bar-els,  unfastened 
quarter  hoops,  and  faulty  racking,  no  more  than  will  attention  to  all  of 
these  details  prevent  slack  barrels  if  the  fruit  is  not  kept  at  lew  <*r 
moderate  temperatures. 

History  of  3oxed  Apple  Markets 

The  1927-28  season  of  boxed  apple  marketing  in  Europe  was  increas- 
ingly disappointing  to  every  participant  with  the  possible  exception  of  re- 
tailers and  a  small  minority  of  Oregon  Hewtown  shippers.     In  the  beginning, 
the  crop  ci  California  Gravensteins  had  too  manv  small  sizes.  Purchases 
were  heavy  and  apples  bought  at  SS2.00  f.o.b.  California  points  lest  oper- 
ators from  50  cents  to  75  cents  per  box,  prices  in  Great  Britain  ruling 
from  10/ -  to  12/-  ($2.43  to  32.92)  per  bo::  instead  of  the  anticipated  15/- 
ti  18/-  foS  65  to  34.38).    These  wsr*  followed  with  quite  a  liberal  ex- 
portation  of  boxed  Gravensteins  and  Wealthy  apples  fron  eastern  states, 
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which  should  have  been  kept  at  hone.     Jonathans  from  the  Pacific  Northwest 
w«  rar,her  slow  111  arriving  and  shipments  which  left  the  Pacific  ITorthwest 
before  the  middle  of  October  brought  satisfactory  prices.    By  the  tine 
Jonathans  were  arriving  in  volume  via  the  Panama  route  Jonathan  prices  fell 
a*ay  so  that  operators  suffered  losses  on  this  variety.    December  Jonathan 
prices  m  ureat  Britain  were  from  9/6  to  13/-  (^2.31  to  $3.16)  which  was 
_^p1Va!ent  to  9X1  f-o.b.  price  ranging  from  65  cents  to  31.60.    These  values 
-  e  oi  course  from  50  cents  to  over  31.00  per  box  below  American  values. 

kee^in  ?f°n  t^17  in  i>ecerabcr  v'inesaps  fared  badlv  with  British  prices 
until  fv^p.v36  T  the  ^erican  parity,  not  shoring  operators  a  profit 
i-,     *  °f  March-     ^en  for  two  weeks,  owing  to  a  temporarv  recession 

^owed  I  J,*  i-f  fr°n  12/~  t0  15/6  (52.92  to  $3.77)  for  Extra  Fancy 

Ipvp-U    ti  :       Proflt-     Thereafter  the  market  dropped  back  to  unprofitable 
eveis,  the  season  ending  early  and  lifeless  about  the  first  week  in  April. 

C^gcn_JTewtpwnsScarc  e 


pointnent  to  tb  TS         0r^°n  1IeV7tOT'n  on  the  whole,  been  a  disap- 

district  aT!  ^    European  trade.     In  this  statement  apples  from  the  Medford 
to  change  thp  L  %eXCRpted>  though  the  volune  fron  this  source  is  too  small 
formp^f  Suffe^iriP         11  °f         situation  ™  a  whole.     Medford  Newtowns, 
joyed  a  premium  in  Saro?efn°m£ket d*sCrininat ion-  have  for  tv/0  seasons  en- 
list pifl1^^0  ~ehruar.v  2  supplies  of  i;ewtowiis  from  Oregon  were  verv 
$4^7)  ^orP^%rre^ery  high'  bein-  from  16/-  to  20/-  ($3.89  to 

end  January  and  thi!  SuPPlies  to°  during  December 

Quite  large  quLitV       ufS  n0t  t0  be  observed  in  the  retail  stores, 
isfactorv  pr?cts  vltZ  S^*  h?Ve  ****  narketed  d^ing  this  period  at  sat- 
The  general  rani  of  w     fP  63  rere  in  coc!Parat  ively  good  condition. 
March  but  un fort™* L      w,  priC6S  *&S  JUst  as  Sond  durinS  February  and 
of  soundness      Cfc S    7    7      &t  time  the  fruit  Uas  in  a  ver^  liable  state 

ing  amount  of  decay  fou^  T  ^  °Ut  °f  the  trade  ■*  °V'^  to  thR  ^ 
values  suffered  throughout  the  cargoes  it  is  safe  to  say  late 

January  price!.      dePr^la^on  of  U  o  shillings  a  box  under  probable  December- 

offered^ore  oTl  ctntti^  ral  J*1?1* " ies  of  Newt  owns  from  California 

in  the  season,  ^t  e^n  .ri'f^T  ■*  JanUa^  than  later 

always  able  to  rellile «  —J?* 0n/ftoWn^  ^en  «  good  condition,  were 
ever  Calif Cmia^n™  °f  fr0m  ««•  to  "»*  shillings  per  box 


years  ■^Sk^^**^  "27  Pr-ented  their  best  appearance  in 

mostly  between  lL/S  12/    ^\oUl^th\eaxly  Wlnter*    Price*  ^ged 
about  31.35  to       6fT o  W ^    2'92)  T'hich  r°uld  be  talent  to 
earlier  and  Worse'th J  usull '        •  Unf  ort™atfil.v>  downing  appeared 

«f  the  season.     Cali^SewX     ^  S  Sei?°US  l0SCes  toWard  the  ^d 
an.  omia  Ilewtornis  showed  much  more  scald  than  is  usually 
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observed  on  apples  from  this  source.     Serious  deterioration  from  these 
two  sources  calls  for  nore  attention  "being  given  to  storage  temperatures 
and  oiled  wraps  in  the  Watsonville  district. 

Boxed  Apples  iron  Virginia 

Various  packers  in  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  continued  their  pro- 
gram of  exporting  (mostly)  York  Inperials  and  Delicious  packed  in  boxes. 
One  17ew  Jersey  grower  exported  quite  a  quantity  of  Wealthy  apples  packed 
in  boxes.    The  character  of  "box  packing  done  in  Virginia  and  West  Virginia 
is  deserving  of  favorable  comment.    The  cheapness  of  Jonathans  and  Wine  caps 
from  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  the  relatively  good  prices  realized  for  good 
York  Imperials  in  barrels  again  put  the  results  obtained  from  box  packing 
in  a  disadvantageous  light.    As  yet  the  IDuropean  auction  buyer  continues 
to  base  his  price  of  boxed  York  Imperials  upon  one-third  of  the  ruling 
price  of  barrels,-  possibly  giving  a  premium  of  a  six  pence  or  shilling 
when  a  lot  ox"  boxed  York  Imperials  are  particularly  pleasing. 

C^itinental  Harketa 

Liberal  crops  of  apples  in  varicus  Continental  countries  caused 
their  demands  for  American  apples  to  be  postponed  until  later  in  the  season 
than  in  1926,  and  resulted  in  imports  being  largely  limited  to  boxed  apples, 
excepting  in  the  Scandinavian  countries.    Hamburg  was  more  predominant  than 
ever,  owing  to  importers  at  that  point  investing  heavily  in  supplies  of 
boxed  apples. 

The  Hamburg  prices  were  generally  from  2  to  4  marks  in  advance  of 
British  prices  but  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  supplies  included  larger 
sizes,  sizes  125  to  163  being  in  demand  in  Germany  as  against  153  to  216 
or  smaller  in  Great  Britain.    Scarcely  at  any  time  during  the  year  did  the 
Hamburg  prices  for  the  larger  sizes  appear  attractive  to  American  interests 
so  that  German  supplies  were  largely  in  the  control  of  the  German  owner  s- 

Condition  on  Arrival 

The  California  Gravenstein  crop  wa&  frequently  reported  as  being  cf 
inferior  quality.    However,  the  only  concrete  evidence  of  bad  conc.it icn  was 
occasional  instances  of  bitter  pit. 

The  Jonathan  gave  an  undue  amount  of  trouble.     Sarly  arrivals  showed 
rather  serious  deterioration  at  the  calyx  of  some  apples,  and  bearing  evi- 
dence of  faulty  washing  methods.    This  was  mostly  of  dark  discoloration  at 
the  base  of  the  sepals,  resembling  the  description  of  arsenical  burning. 
Later  arrivals  of  Jonathans  and  other  varieties  did  not  show  this  trouble. 
The  Jonathan,  however,  was  subject  to  internal  breakdown  early  in  the  season 
and  this  continued  to  be  more  violent,  and  in  a  greater  variety  of  forms  than 
normally  is  to  be  expected.     In  some  instances  this  form  of   loss  was  greatly 
accentuated  through  American  transcontinental  shipment  under  standard  vent i la* 
tion.     3xport  shipments  of  the  earlier  varieties  should  not  be  handled  under 
standard  ventilation. 
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After  the  niddle  of  January  California  ITewtowns  gave  continuous 
trouble  through  the  form  of  internal  breakdown,  generally  known  as 
"browning".    This  was  much  more  seiious  than  usual. 

^"inesaps  generally  arrived  in  very  sound  condition    though  sone 
lots  showed  serious  "blue  mold  decay-    Usually  these  rots  were  of  long 
standing,  individual  fruits  being  from  half  to  wholly  decayed,  while 
the  general  condition  of  the  fruit  throughout  the  box  would  be  hard 
and  exceptionally  good.    A  heavy  proportion  of  these  blue  no  Id  decays 
started  at  the  calyx  end.    Observance  of  this  character  of  blue  mold 
decay  may  be  said  to  have  been  especially  striking  during  the  past  season. 

Perennial  canker  and  anthracnose  decjsy  in  llewtowns  from  the  Hood 
Eiver  Valley  was  less  pronounced  than  during  the  previous  winter.  Little 
loss  from  this  cause  was  experienced  until  after  the  first  of  March,  but 
thereafter  the  amount  of  decay  observed  increased  alarmingly  from  week  to 
week.     By  March  30  some  boxes  were  examined  which  had  25  per  cent  of  the 
apples  affected,    A  marked  variation  was  observed  between  different  car- 
lots  in  the  same  ship  and  even  in  the  same  car  lots  seme  boxes  would  be 
affected  badly  ami  others  not  at  all.    Usually,  it  was  worse  on  apples 
having  a  devitalized  appearance,  though  in  some  instances  fruit  having 
the  freshest,  brightest  appearance  would  occasionally  have  specimens  cne- 
quarter  or  one-third  decayed.    Unfortunately,  the  variable-  occurrence  of 
deterioration  made  the  buyer  uncertain  of  all  lots  and  this  caused  a  gen- 
eral depreciation  in  values. 

One  very  noticeable  feature  distinguishing  the  appearance  of  this 
character  of  decay  in  Hood  River  llewtowns  throughout  the  1927-28  season 
was  in  the  prevalence  of  the  attack  at  the  stem  end.    During  the  past 
season  blossom  end  attack  might  be  <5aid  to  be  rare,  attacks  on  the  sides 
of  fruit  being  even  more  common  than  at  the  calyx  end. 

Spray  Besidue 

If  our  producing  districts  can  maintain  and  improve  upon  the 
progress  made  in  removing  excess  spray  residue  with  the  same  degree  of 
export  control  as  was  had  during  1327-28,  this  problem  is  largely  solved 
in  export  markets.    .Analyses  made  in  Great  Britain  showed  that  some  lots 
of  apples  did  not  meet  their  regulations,  though  the  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  .American  apples  influenced  medical  officers  not  to  take  any 
drastic  action.     Certain  lots  of  fruit  frcm  Wenatchee,  Yakima  and  Moores- 
town,  Hew  Jersey,  were  especially  called  to  my  attention  as  carrying  ex- 
cessive amounts  of  arsenic. 

Medical  officers  in  Germany  have  shown  interest  in  this  subject 
and  have  presented  more  of  an  attitude  threatening  action  than  they  have 
of  actually  taking  action.    Knowing  this,  German  importers  have  very  wise- 
ly adopted  the  policy  of  keeping  out  all  apples  that  might  give  offense. 
This  unquestionably  is  the  correct  position  to  take  on  all  apples  ex- 
ported to  Europe  as  a  whole. 
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-   Hot  one  prosecution  of  a  fruit  dealer  through  this  cause  has 
cone  to  ny  knowledge  during  the  past  year.    I  an  glad  to  nake  this  hind 
of  a  report,  but  in  so  doing  I  should  enphasize  that  requirenents  for 
shipping  clean  fruit  are  no  less  than  they  have  been,  because  nedical 
officers  will  continue  to  be  vigilant. 

Three-ray  Pads 

The  appearance  of  apples  packed  with  3-way  corrugated  paper  pads 
is  very  much  better  thai:,  fruit  packed  without  then.     Continued  observations 
during  the  past  season  cf  arrivals  packed  in  this  nanner  lead  to  the  fo  Ho- 
ing  recommendations:    All  yellow  apples  should  be  packed  for  export  with 
3~way  pads;  all  soft  apples  such  as  Jonathan  and  Delicious  should  be  so 
packed;  and  large  sizes  cf  all  other  varieties  should  have  bruising  pre- 
vented by  this  neans. 

Conpetition  of  Russian  Apples 

•Apples  grown  in  Crimea  and  Turkestan  have  furnished  low-priced 
competition  to  Anerican  apples  in  all  northern  "JJuropean  markets  during 
the  past  season.     The  most  important  period  of  this  competition  was 
during  the  early  winter  months,  though  small  lots  were  held  in  cold 
storage  and  marketed  until  late  March. 

Through  the  Soviet  government  .much  greater  advance  in  apple  pack- 
ing ne  thods  has  been  made  in  these  districts  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Europe.    The  northwestern  Standard  apple  box,  with  attractive  label,  is 
us  ed,  American  packing  house  equipment  has  been  introduced  and  a  ve  ry 
creditable  article  has  been  put  upon  the  market.    The  foundation  of  this 
lies  in  the  good  quality  of  fruit  produced  in  this  part  of  the  world, - 
the  cradle  of  all  apple  production. 

Conflicting  reports  hare  come  from  Russia  as  to  the  area  devoted 
to  apples  and  number  of  bearing  and  non-bearing  trees.    First-hand  advice 
from  a  Russian  familiar  with  the  country  stated  that  plantings  are  not 
especially  new,-  only  marketing  methods  being  revolutionary. 

At  present  Russian  coiopet  it  ion  (as  to  price  levels)  is  more  serious 
in  Scandinavian  markets  than  in  other  countries.     It  requires  a  smaller 
volume  of  low-priced  apples  to  upset  market  prices  in  Norway  and  Sweden 
than  in  other  apple  importing  countries. 

Marking  Atnle  Packages  for  Great  Britain 

At  the  request  of  the  Canadian  and  New  Zealand  governments  the 
Standing  Committee  appointed  by  the  British  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  sat  in  llovember  and  December,  1927  for  hearings  on  narking  im  - 
ported  apples  and  pears  with  country  of  origin  at  time  of  sale,  under  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act.    Net*  Zealand  wanted  the  consumer  to  be  able  to 
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distinguish  between  apples  from  .Australia  and  New  Zealand,  and  Canada 
between  Canadian  and  American  or  other  foreign  apples.    By  mutual  con- 
sent pears  were  dismissed  from  consideration.    During  the  hearings  re- 
tailers objected  to  this  demand  on  the  grounds  that  frequent lv  it  was 
Impossible  for  the  retailer  to  knew  where  fruit  was  grown. 


ieir 


During  the  month  of  March  the  Standing  Committee  issued  tht_ 
report  recommending  that  an  Order  in  Council  should  be  made  prohibiting 
importation,  or  exposure  for  sale  wholesale  or  sale  wholesale  of  fresh 
apples  unless  each  container  bears  an  indication  of  origin  and  that  the 
order  should  prohibit  the  exposure  of  apples  for  sale  by  retail  unless 
the  apples  bear  an  indication  of  origin. 

This  Order  in  Council  was  signed  July  13,  1928  and  will  come  into 
effect  four  months  after  this  date,  thus  applying  to  most  of  the  1928  apple 
crop.    It  requires  each  imported  apple  container  to  be  marked  conspicu- 
ously in  Otters  pot  less  than  half  an  inch  in  height,  with  the  country 
of  origin.    Merely  narking  "Virginia",  "Hew  York"",  or  "Oregon"  will  not 
answer  these  requirements,  but  marking  will  also  have  to  include  "U.S.A." 
cr    United  States  of  America".    The  term  "American  Produce"  will  not  meet 
the  3ritish  requirements. 

Bmpire  Marketing  Bo^rd 

This  organization,  maintained  by  grant  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  foster  inter-iiiperial  demand  and  trade,  has,  during  the  past  year, 
given  due  attention  to  fruits.    Through  the  clearance  of  marketing  intel- 
ligence for  fruit  growers,  shippers,  importers  and  distributors,  through 
production  and  transportation  research  in  inter-imperial  fruit  industries 
and  through  publicity,  this  organisation  is  playing  its  part  toward  making 
the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations  independent  of  outside  sources  of  fruit. 
The  marking  of  apples  as  to  the  country  of  origin  when  offered  for  sale  to 
British  consumers  is  a  feature  incidental  to  this  comprehensive  program. 
In  dup  course  the  effect  of  this  program  will  have  its  influence  principal- 
ly upon  supplies  of  apples  that  in  the  past  have  beer,  sought  in  the  United 
States  to  fill  needs  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  degree  to  which  future  American  apple  exports  are  reduced  depends 
to  a  great  extent  \ipon  the  quality  of  fruit  furnished.     In  comestible 
articles  the  taste  of  the  consumer  and  the  satisfactio  i  of  the  tradesman 
are  factors  difficult  to  keep  within  artificial  bounds.     In  certain  lines 
of  American  apples  a  higher  degree  of  perfection  is  necessary  from  our 
producers  if  tire  merits  of  their  fruit  are  not  to  become  faint  in  their 
appeal  to  overseas  retailers  and  consumers. 
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APPLES:    United  States  exports,  by  countries,  years  192f 


■  1928 


Country  :_  

  ;  1925 

:  Barrels 

» 

United  Kingdom  ;  1,255,079 

Ger:nany  :  19,731 

Prance   .  52 

^eden  :  70,237 

^or*ay   22,675 

Denmark  ;  ^2  l^o 

Other  Europe  ;  4*2^-6 

Total  Europe  ;  1,384*160 

C£nada  :  34.439 

texico  :  1,999 

-Australia  ;  0 

^a  5  17,545 

Brazil  :  1,177 

Argentina  :  52,722 

Other  countries  :  13  183 

Total  :  1,505,224 


Year  ended  June  30 


1926 


1927 


1928 


!  Boxes 

United  Kingdom  ;  3,355.937 

Germany  :  291^068 

France   i  1,131 

^eden   ;  106,269 

^iway  ,   88,251 

Denmark  ;  3^  5q2 

Other  Europe  •  I0l)()06 

Total  Europe  :  3,973,164 

Canada  :  443,278 

Mexico  :  118*042 

Australia  :  0 

Cuba  :  60,274 

Brazil  :  109,174 

Argentina  :  99,764 

Other  countries   284,432 

Total  :  5,088tl28r 


3arrels 

1,477,171 
26,822 
1,950 
85 , 191 
21,443 
55,439 
12,328 
1,678,344 
52T?66 
1,501 
0 

15,425 
10,084 
96,739 
15.7g.Ct_ 


Barrels 

5,504,918 
561,655 
3,535 
72,373 
28,759 
150,356 
232,222 
4,154,279 
157,600 
2,536 
474 
18 , 580 
7,276 
118,894 
23  081 


Barrels 

1,004,452 
27,463 
29 

82,389 
19,98? 
42,195 

7 , 993 
1,184,328 
54,579 

1,735 
49 
11,325 

2,426 
S2.22f 


11.S6C- 


1,850,639 


Boxes 


Brxes 


2,716,965  : 

3,722,709 

576, 79B  : 

1,256,717 

1,277  : 

5,718 

137,644  : 

196,179 

87,521  : 

95,053 

111,133  : 

156,526 

361,242  : 

729,162 

3,992,548  : 
630,696  : 

6,142,064 

729,686 

93 , 683  : 
0  : 

$8 , 849 

3 

69,202  : 

92,081 

145,807  : 

172,297 

14^,558  : 

154,551 

587,226  : 

454,607 

5,465,520  : 

7,844,138 

Bcxeg. 

,708,635 
736,568 
548 
218,211 
101,236 
143,778 
115,755 
,024,761 
541,76? 
75,145 
706 
60,01C 
115,040 
226,895 
539.9ii__ 


5,384,352 


official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Comn&rce. 
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APPLES:    United  States  e:q>orts,  bv  customs  districts,  1924-1928 


'Year  ended  June  30 


Customs  district        :  1924 

:  1,000 

;  "barrels 

• 

Maine  and  Hew  Hampshire  . :  30 

New  York  :  1,750 

Philadelphia  :  42 

Florida  :  11 

San  Antonio   :  a/ 

San  Francisco  :  ;  a/ 

Oregon   :  0 

Washington   :  1 

Michigan   :  20 

All  other  :  178 

Total  :  2,032 


1925 


1926 


1927 


1928 


1,000 
"barrels 


1,000 
"barrels 


1,000 
barrels 


:  1,000 
•  boxes 

* 

Maine  and  Hew  Hanp shire  . :  28 

Hew  York  ;    3 ,810 

Philadelphia  : 

Florida  ; 

San  .Antonio   ; 

San  Francisco   : 

Oregon   : 

Washington   : 

Michigan   : 

All  other   : 


13 
82 
70 
148 
541 
701 
327 
478 


Total   ;  6,198 


69  : 

52  \ 

94 

1,279  J 

1,640  : 

3,906 

3  : 

1  : 

25 

10  : 

12  ; 

14 

; 

1 

2  : 

0  : 

0  l 

0 

; 

■  3/s  ; 

.  % 

140  : 

139  : 

426 

1,505  : 

1,851  : 

4,483 

1,000 
boxes 

14 
2,367 

10 

58 
54 
264 
1,177 

588 
213 
343 


1,000 
boxes 

34 
8,327 
1 

•66 
41 
112 
940 
1,168 
289 
486 


1,000 
boxes 

22 
2,989 
2 
91 
49 
275 
1,688 
1,784 
483 
459 


5,088 


5,464 


7,842 


1,000 
barre Is 

51 
1,213 

a/ 

10 

a/ 

0 

0 
0 
5 
70 


1,349 


1,000 
boxes 

11 
2,212 
0 
60 
27 
405 
684 
1,366 
315 
304 


5,334 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aid  Domestic 
Commerce. 

a/  Less  than  500  barrels. 


